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MacKenzie crisis, he spoke of the unpleasantness of
having his name dragged into the party turmoil and
of hearing it said that the Governor-General possessed
his political favourites and his political bugbears :

6 Under these circumstances/ he said, * he must console
himself with the reflection that these spasmodic castiga-
tions are as transitory and innocuous as the discipline
applied occasionally to their idol by the unsophisticated
worshippers of Mumbo Jumbo when their harvests are
short or a murrain visits their flocks.'

This analogy was at the time regarded as too pointed
to be pleasant, and the laughter which it evoked was
of the frigid variety ; yet the point went home.

In 1877, again, at the National Club at Toronto he
made allusion to the same theme. He compared the
Governor-General to :

c the humble functionary we see superintending the work-
ing of some complicated mass of chain-driven machinery.
This personage merely walks about with a little tin vessel
of oil in his hand and he pours in a drop here and a drop
there, as occasion or the creaking of a joint may require ;
while his utmost vigilance is directed to no higher aim
than the preservation of his wheels and cogs from the
intrusion of dust, grits9 or other foreign bodies/

Yet it was not only by taking the Canadian people
into his confidence that he established his influence;
it was by his amazing social activity, by his lavish
entertainment, by the identification of himself and his
family with all Canadian interests and pursuits, that he
created a legend which to this day survives.

His first aim was to enter into contact with every
section of Canadian opinion. Not only did he under-
take tours through every province, but he established